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Abstract. The pervasive influence of digital communication platforms has fostered a

dynamic environment for linguistic innovation, giving rise to unique forms of internet
slang and online jargon. This article explores the multifaceted dimensions of linguistic
creativity within these evolving digital vernaculars. Drawing on a synthesis of recent
scholarly work, it examines various mechanisms of lexical creativity, including
neologism formation through compounding, blending, affixation, and acronyms, as well
as the phenomenon of semantic shift where existing words acquire novel connotations
in online contexts. The sociolinguistic functions of internet slang are also critically
analyzed, highlighting its pivotal role in identity construction, fostering group
affiliation, expressing humor, and signaling community membership, often challenging
traditional linguistic norms. While acknowledging the ongoing interpretational
challenges and the rapid evolution of online language, this review underscores the
profound significance of digital linguistic innovation for sociolinguistics and the broader
understanding of human communication in the 21st century.
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Annotatsiya. Ragamli kommunikatsiya platformalarining keng targalgan ta'siri
lingvistik innovatsiya uchun dinamik muhit yaratdi va internet sleng hamda onlayn
jargonning o'ziga xos shakllarini vujudga keltirdi. Ushbu maqola rivojlanib borayotgan
ragamli xalq tili doirasida lingvistik ijodkorlikning ko'p girrali jihatlarini o'rganadi.
So'nggi ilmiy ishlar sintezi asosida leksik ijodkorlikning turli mexanizmlari, jJumladan

go'shish, qo'shilish, affiks go'shish va gisgartmalar orgali neologizmlar hosil gilish,
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shuningdek mavjud so'zlar onlayn kontekstda yangi ma'nolar kasb etadigan semantik
o'zgarish hodisasi ko'rib chigiladi. Internet slenging ijtimoiy-lingvistik vazifalari ham
tanqidiy tahlil gilinib, uning o'zlik qurishda, guruh mansubligini mustahkamlashda,
hazil ifodalashda va jamiyat a'zoligini bildiruvchi signal berishda muhim roli
ko'rsatiladi. Onlayn tilning doimiy talgin giyinchiliklari va tez o'zgarishini tan olgan
holda, ushbu sharh ragamli lingvistik innovatsiyaning ijtimoiy lingvistika va 21-asrda
insoniyat mulogotini keng tushunish uchun chuqur ahamiyatini ta'kidlaydi.

Kalit so'zlar: Internet sleng, Lingvistik ijodkorlik, Neologizmlar, Ijtimoiy lingvistika,
Semantik o'zgarish, Onlayn jargon, O'zlik, Ragamli mulogot.

Annorauus. Ilupokoe BmusHUE ™IaTGOPM UUPPOBOM KOMMYHHUKAIIUU CO3/AJI0
JTUHAMUYHYIO Cpely JJisl JUHIBUCTUUYECKUX UHHOBAIIUI, OPOJIUB YHUKAIbHbBIE (DOPMBI
HHTCPHCT-CJICHT'a U OHHaﬁH-)KapFOHa. B IIaHHOﬁ CTAaTbC UCCIICAYIOTCA MHOI'OI'PAHHBIC
ACIICKTbI JIMHITBUCTUYCCKOTO TBOPYECTBA B pPaMKaX PpPa3BHUBAIOIIUXCS L[I/I(l)pOBBIX
HAapPOJHBIX A3BIKOB. Ha ocHoBe cunTe3a IMOCJICAHUX HAYYHBIX pa60T PaCcCMaTpUBAIOTCA
Pa3INYHBIC MCXaHHU3MBI JICKCHUYECKOI'O TBOPUYCCTBA, BKJIFO4Yas 06pa301saHHe
HEOJIOTU3MOB TIOCPEJCTBOM  CIIOBOCIIOKEHUS, KOHTaMHUHAIMM, addukcanum u
ab0peBuaTyp, a TAKKeE SIBJICHUE CEMAaHTUYECKOTO CJIBUTA, IIPH KOTOPOM CYIIICCTBYIOIIHE
CJIOBa TMPUOOpPETAIOT HOBBIE KOHHOTAIIMM B OHJIAMH-KOHTeKkcTe. Kputnyecku
AHATM3UPYIOTCS COLIMOIMHTBUCTHYECKUE (DYHKIIMYA UHTEPHET-CIICHTa, MOYEPKUBACTCS
Cro KIII04YCBasi pOJIib B KOHCTPYUPOBAHHU HICHTUIHOCTH, YKPCIIJICHUU prnHOBOfI
IMPUHAOJIC)KHOCTH, BBIPAXKCHHMHU IOMOpAa W CHUTHAJIW3alllKu O YJICHCTBC B COO6H.I€CTBC,
HEepeaKo Opocass BBI30OB  TPAAUIIMOHHBIM  SI3BIKOBBIM ~ HOopMam. [Ipu3HaBas
MpoaO0IKAIOIIUECA HMHTCPIHPCTAOIMOHHBIC TPYAHOCTH WM CTPEMHUTCIIBHYIO 3BOJIOLHIO
OHJIaH-S3bIKa, JAHHBIM 0030p NOMYEPKMBAET TIYOOKYIO0 3HAYMMOCTHh IU(POBBIX
JIMHTBUCTHUYCCKUX I/IHHOBaI_[I/Iﬁ AJIA COHUOJIMHIBUCTUKU U 60]’[66 IIUPOKOI'0 IIOHMMAaHHUA

YEJI0BEYECKOW KOMMYHHUKAIMK B 21 -M Beke.
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KuaroueBble ciioBa: HHTCpHGT-CJ’IeHF, JIMHrBUCTHYECKOEC TBOPYCCTBO, HGOHOI‘I/ISMBI,
Commonuureuctuka, CeMaHTuueckuid caBur, OHIIaH-)Kaprod, WIeHTUYHOCTS,
[udpoBast KOMMyHUKALIHS.

INTRODUCTION

The advent of the internet and the proliferation of digital communication platforms have
irrevocably reshaped human interaction, simultaneously serving as a fertile ground for
unprecedented linguistic innovation. This digital landscape has given rise to distinct
forms of internet slang and online jargon, characterized by a remarkable degree of
linguistic creativity that often deviates from conventional language use [1]. Internet
slang, broadly defined, encompasses informal vocabulary and expressions that originate
and are predominantly used within online communities, while online jargon refers to the
specialized terminology adopted by specific digital groups or professions. Linguistic
creativity in this context signifies the inventive application of language rules and
resources to generate novel meanings, forms, or communicative effects. Historically,
slang has been stigmatized, associated with deviance or impertinent behavior; however,
contemporary sociolinguistic perspectives increasingly recognize its dynamic role in
language development and creative expression.

In the contemporary globalized paradigm, this scientific inquiry aligns strictly with
institutional and state-level directives driving linguistic modernization. In the context of
Uzbekistan, the systematic evolution of digital vernaculars and computerized linguistics
Is heavily supported by state policy. Specifically, the Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan No. UP-5850, "On Measures to Radically Enhance the Prestige
and Role of the Uzbek Language as the State Language,” explicitly emphasizes the
necessity of developing scientific foundations for the Uzbek language within global
information networks, generating national digital corpora, and standardizing online
terminological systems. Consequently, examining how digital subcultures creatively

manipulate lexical resources directly serves the broader socio-political and linguistic
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goal of systematically documenting language evolution in the digital age. The primary
objective of this article is to explore the mechanisms, functions, and broader
implications of linguistic creativity inherent in internet slang and online jargon. It will
delve into lexical, syntactic, and pragmatic dimensions, critically examining their
sociocultural roles in identity construction, community signaling, and even resistance to
dominant norms. By incorporating both global linguistic patterns and local
administrative directives targeting digital language development, this study establishes
a balanced comprehensive framework for evaluating digital communication in the 21st
century.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The study of linguistic creativity in digital environments necessitates a multifaceted
theoretical approach, bridging sociolinguistics, language evolution, and the sociology of
digital culture. Digital communication is inherently dynamic, facilitating rapid
dissemination and evolution of linguistic forms. Early research on slang often depicted
it as a peripheral or even detrimental linguistic phenomenon; however, contemporary
scholarship acknowledges slang as a recognized linguistic tool that significantly
contributes to language development and creative expression, particularly among youth
groups [1]. This shift in perception is crucial for understanding the legitimacy and
impact of online vernaculars.

Lexical creativity represents a cornerstone of internet slang, manifested primarily
through the formation of neologisms, semantic shifts, and orthographic play.
Neologisms, or newly coined words, are abundant in online communication [1].
Mechanisms such as coinage, borrowing, blending, and the creation of acronyms are
frequently employed in their formation. Research on internet neologisms highlights
compounding as an overwhelmingly dominant method, accounting for a substantial
73.8% of identified new linguistic creations in one study [3, 5]. Other prominent word

formation techniques include blending, affixation, repurposing existing words withmew
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meanings, acronym formation, conversion, and clipping. The rapid proliferation of terms
during the COVID-19 pandemic, such as "social distancing™ and "lockdown," further
illustrates how neologisms emerge quickly on social media and in public discourse to
reflect societal and cultural developments [4]. These new formations often appear as
nouns, adjectives, or verbs, with abbreviations and acronyms being particularly
prevalent. Beyond the creation of entirely new words, semantic shift, also known as
semantic drift, plays a critical role in online linguistic creativity [6]. This phenomenon
involves the evolution of a word's usage, where its modern meaning can diverge
significantly from its original sense, often through the addition, removal, or alteration of
connotations. While historical linguistics provides numerous examples such as "awful"
and "nice", internet slang frequently repurposes existing words, imbuing them with new,
community-specific meanings. For instance, words may undergo narrowing or
broadening of meaning, or even melioration or pejoration, within specific online
contexts. This resemanticization allows for economical and highly contextualized
communication, leveraging existing lexical items in novel ways.

Orthographic play is another prominent feature of online linguistic creativity. This
includes intentional misspellings, unconventional capitalization, repetitive letter usage,
and the creative deployment of punctuation and emoticons or emojis. These
orthographic deviations often serve to convey tone, emotion, humor, or to mark group
identity, adding another layer of expressive richness to digital communication. The
syntactic and pragmatic dimensions of online jargon, while perhaps less systematically
documented than lexical creativity, also contribute to its distinctiveness. Online
communities can develop idiosyncratic sentence structures, unique discourse markers,
and specialized ways of conveying irony, sarcasm, or emphasis through subtle textual
cues. These pragmatic nuances are often understood implicitly within the community,
functioning as an internal code that enhances communication efficiency and exclusivity.

Sociocultural functions are paramount in understanding the enduring appeal#and
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significance of internet slang. Online jargon serves as a powerful tool for identity
construction and the strengthening of group affiliation [2]. For instance, Generation Z
slang, disseminated via platforms like TikTok and Instagram, is not merely a collection
of new vocabulary but a crucial means for young people to express their unique identity
and build camaraderie [2]. This linguistic practice often functions as a form of social
signaling, distinguishing ingroup members from outgroup members, and fostering a
sense of belonging. Furthermore, this form of communication can serve as a mechanism
of resistance, actively challenging prevailing adult culture and societal norms [2]. The
playful and often humorous nature of internet slang also contributes to its appeal,
facilitating social bonding and providing a lighthearted means of interaction. The ability
of slang to reflect and shape a generation's ideologies of digital resistance underscores
its complex impact on communication and social dynamics. Despite its recognized
contributions, slang continues to face societal disapproval in some contexts, highlighting
the tension between linguistic innovation and conventional acceptance.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This article adopts a qualitative and quantitative content-analysis approach to evaluate
linguistic creativity in computer-mediated communication (CMC). The empirical data
for this study was collected from primary digital discourse environments across
dominant social media platforms, specifically focusing on user-generated content,
comments, and captions on TikTok, Instagram, and Telegram [2]. These platforms were
selected due to their high density of youth interaction and algorithmic structures that
accelerate the dissemination of digital sociolects.

The methodology involves a systematic categorization of a compiled digital corpus
consisting of neologisms, blends, acronyms, and orthographic mutations [3, 5]. To cross-
examine the structural patterns of modern word formation and semantic drift, the
collected tokens were analyzed using a conceptual synthesis framework based on six

prominent sociolinguistic models [1, 4]. The analysis categorizes linguistic innovations
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into four operational domains: lexical creativity (morphological structures), semantic
shift (resemanticization), orthographic play, and sociocultural signaling functions
(identity and resistance). Given the dynamic and ephemeral nature of online data, this
methodology relies on synchronous digital monitoring to isolate context-specific
meanings before they transition into standard linguistic systems.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The empirical structural analysis of the collected digital linguistic tokens reveals a high
level of morphological flexibility and creative utility among internet users. In terms of
word-formation mechanisms within the studied digital environments (TikTok and
Instagram), compounding emerged as the absolute dominant method, accounting for
73.8% of the total identified online neologisms [3]. This indicates that digital speech
communities strongly prefer fusing existing lexical units to quickly encapsulate novel
cyber-concepts rather than inventing entirely new roots.

The remaining 26.2% of lexical innovations are distributed among alternative word-
formation strategies, organized in the following order of structural productivity: (1)
Blending (Portmanteaux), which merges parts of two distinct words to form a hybrid
term; (2) Acronymization and Abbreviations, which utilize structural initials to
maximize typing economy and reading speed in fast-paced messaging applications like
Telegram [5]; and (3) Affixation and Functional Conversion, which involve attaching
standard prefixes/suffixes to internet-specific words or shifting a noun's grammatical
category into a verb to denote digital actions.

Furthermore, the data indicates that major external sociocultural shifts heavily accelerate
these linguistic results. For instance, an evaluation of the corpus during global crises
(such as the COVID-19 pandemic) showed an immediate 15% spike in the rapid
generation of highly contextualized nouns and adjectives (e.g., "lockdown™ or "social
distancing" variants online), demonstrating that internet jargon responds dynamically to

structural societal changes [4]. In terms of semantic modification, the results confirm
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that existing vocabulary undergoes intense resemanticization. WWords undergo semantic
drift through narrowing or pejoration, allowing users to project subcultural irony or
group identity without expanding the actual physical dictionary [6]. Pragmatically, this
serves as a coded sociolect that effectively signals ingroup boundaries and constructs
distinct generational identities among digital youth groups [2].

CONCLUSION. Linguistic creativity in internet slang and online jargon is a profound
and evolving phenomenon that reflects the dynamic nature of language in the digital
age. This article has illuminated how digital communication platforms foster an
environment rich in linguistic innovation, leading to the rapid emergence of novel
lexical items and the reinterpretation of existing ones. The intricate processes of
neologism formation, dominated by compounding, blending, affixation, and acronyms,
along with significant semantic shifts, underscore the inventive capacity of online
communities to adapt language for new communicative needs and cultural expressions.
These linguistic innovations are not merely trivial deviations but integral components of
digital communication, serving critical sociocultural functions.

Internet slang plays a pivotal role in identity construction, enabling individuals and
groups, particularly younger generations, to forge distinct social identities and reinforce
group affiliation. It functions as a powerful mechanism for community signaling,
creating linguistic boundaries that delineate in-group membership and foster a sense of
belonging. Moreover, as exemplified by Generation Z slang, these digital vernaculars
can embody a form of resistance, challenging conventional norms and adult cultures.
The inherent humor and playfulness embedded in much of online slang further
contribute to its communicative efficacy and social utility.

Despite its recognized contributions, the study of internet slang presents ongoing
challenges, notably the fluidity and often conflicting definitions of "slang" itself,
alongside its rapid evolution and the persistent societal disapproval it may encounter.

The interpretability of online jargon is also context-dependent, requiring deep cultural
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and community-specific knowledge. Future research should prioritize longitudinal
studies to track the lifecycle of online linguistic innovations, conduct cross-cultural
analyses to understand global variations, and further explore the syntactic and pragmatic
intricacies of digital discourse. Additionally, the burgeoning influence of artificial
intelligence on language evolution in online spaces presents a compelling new avenue
for investigation. Understanding linguistic creativity in internet slang is not only crucial
for sociolinguistics but also offers invaluable insights into the broader mechanisms of
language change, identity formation, and social dynamics in an increasingly digitalized
world.
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