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Abstract
Semantic change represents one of the fundamental processes in the historical and
contemporary development of the English language. Lexical meanings are not fixed
entities; rather, they are continuously modified through language use, contextual
interpretation, social interaction, cultural transformation, technological development,
and cognitive processes. This article investigates the principal causes, mechanisms, and
linguistic consequences of semantic change in Modern English. Particular attention is
devoted to semantic broadening, narrowing, amelioration, pejoration, metaphorization,
metonymization, and semantic bleaching. The study combines descriptive, comparative,
contextual, and diachronic approaches to the analysis of lexical items whose meanings
have undergone transformation. Particular consideration is also given to the influence
of globalization, digital communication, technological innovation, and changing cultural
practices on contemporary English vocabulary. The analysis demonstrates that semantic
change is neither random nor entirely unpredictable
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Language is a dynamic system that develops continuously in response to changes
in human society, culture, cognition, and communication. No natural language remains

completely stable over time. Changes may affect pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary,
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discourse practices, and meaning. Among these processes, semantic change occupies a
particularly important position because it concerns the transformation of meanings
associated with linguistic expressions. A lexical item may acquire a new meaning, lose
an earlier sense, develop a broader or narrower interpretation, or change its evaluative
connotations. Thus, the investigation of semantic change is essential for understanding
both the historical development of language and the functioning of contemporary
communication [1, pp. 174-199].

The study of meaning change has a long tradition in linguistic scholarship.
Historical-philological semantics, which developed particularly strongly during the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, focused on the historical development of word
meanings and attempted to classify recurrent mechanisms of semantic transformation.
Major categories included metaphor, metonymy, generalization, specialization,
amelioration, and pejoration [2, pp. 1-46]. These categories remain important in
contemporary lexical-semantic research, although modern approaches increasingly
emphasize context, discourse, cognition, pragmatics, and social interaction. Semantic
change is especially important in English because the English lexicon has developed
through prolonged contact between different languages and speech communities. Old
English, Scandinavian languages, Norman French, Latin, and later numerous other
languages have contributed to the development of English vocabulary. Language contact
can introduce not only new lexical forms but also new semantic associations and patterns
of usage [3, pp. 200-224]. Consequently, the modern English lexicon contains many
lexical items whose present meanings can be understood only by considering their
historical development. An important characteristic of semantic change is that it is often
gradual. A new meaning may initially occur only in a particular context and may be
interpreted as an implication rather than as an independent lexical sense. Through

repeated use, the interpretation may become familiar to other members of the speech
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community. Eventually, the contextual interpretation may become conventionalized and
form part of the lexical meaning of the expression. Traugott and Dasher describe this
process in terms of pragmatic inference, conventionalization, and the interaction
between speakers and hearers [4, pp. 18-25].

Contemporary technological development has created particularly favorable
conditions for semantic innovation. The Internet, social media, artificial intelligence,
mobile technologies, and digital communication have introduced new communicative
environments in which existing words are frequently adapted to new purposes. Words
such as cloud, platform, stream, feed, window, tablet, and virus illustrate how
established lexical forms can acquire specialized meanings in technological contexts.
Such developments demonstrate the flexibility of English vocabulary and its ability to
respond rapidly to new communicative requirements [5, pp. 1-10].

Semantic change is also closely related to cognitive processes. Speakers frequently
conceptualize unfamiliar or abstract phenomena through familiar experiences.
Metaphorical extension is therefore an important mechanism of lexical innovation. The
conceptual relationship between physical and abstract domains enables existing words
to be applied to new situations. Cognitive linguistic research has demonstrated that
metaphor is not merely an artistic or rhetorical phenomenon but also a fundamental
mechanism of conceptualization [6, pp. 3-6]. The contemporary study of semantic
change also recognizes the importance of social factors. Changes in social organization,
professional practices, cultural values, political discourse, and interpersonal
relationships can all influence lexical meaning. A word may acquire a positive or
negative evaluative meaning depending on how speakers perceive the phenomenon it
denotes. This explains the processes traditionally described as amelioration and
pejoration [7, pp. 251-257].
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The relevance of this topic is further increased by globalization. English is widely
used as an international means of communication, and its speakers participate in
multilingual and multicultural interactions. Contact between English and other
languages contribute to lexical borrowing, semantic adaptation, and the development of
new varieties of English. Language contact is therefore an important factor in the
continuing transformation of English vocabulary [8, pp. 1-15].

The aim of the present research is to examine the principal causes and mechanisms
of semantic change in Modern English and to analyze the linguistic consequences of
meaning transformation.
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