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Abstract
The correct use of English verb tenses remains one of the major challenges for
learners of English as a Foreign Language (EFL). At the elementary level, students
frequently encounter grammatical difficulties that affect their ability to communicate
accurately in both written and spoken forms. Among the various tense forms, the Present
Perfect and Past Simple tenses are particularly problematic because they both refer to
actions connected with the past while expressing different temporal meanings. The
present study investigates the common errors EFL learners make in the use of these two
tenses and examines the factors contributing to such errors. The research is based on an
analysis of previous studies concerning tense usage and grammatical difficulties
experienced by foreign language learners. The findings indicate that students often have
difficulty distinguishing between the communicative functions of the Present Perfect
and Past Simple tenses. The most frequent errors involve the misuse of temporal
expressions, incorrect verb forms, and the substitution of the Present Perfect with the
Past Simple. These difficulties are largely attributed to first-language interference,
insufficient grammatical competence, and limited opportunities for authentic language
practice. The study highlights the need for more effective instructional strategies to
improve learners’ mastery of English tense usage.
Keywords
Present Perfect, Past Simple, EFL learners, tense errors, grammar learning, English
verb tenses, language interference.
AnHotanus. [IpaBuibHoe ynotpebieHne aHrMPCKUX BPEMEHHBIX (DOpM Tiaroja
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unoctpanubiii (EFL). Ha HauaneHOM 3Tamne oOydeHHs ydaliuecs: 4acTo CTAIKHBAIOTCS
C TPaMMAaTUYECKUMH TPYTHOCTSIMH, KOTOPbIE HETATUBHO BIUSAIOT HA UX TUCHMEHHYIO U
YCTHYI0 KOMMYHHUKalno0. OcoOble CI0XKHOCTH BbI3bIBAIOT BpemeHa Present Perfect u
Past Simple, mockonabky 00a OHU CBSI3aHBI C JEHCTBUSMH B MPOLLUIOM, HO BBIPAXKAIOT
pa3inyYHble BpEeMEHHBbIC OTHOIIEHHWA. llenb MaHHOTO HMCCleOBaHMS 3aKII0YaeTcs B
BBISIBIICHUW TUIUYHBIX OMIMOOK, Jomyckaembix yuarniumucs EFL npu ucnonb3oBaHuu
ATUX BPEMEH, a TaKKe B ompeneseHnu (GakTopoB, CIIOCOOCTBYIOMIUX BO3ZHUKHOBEHUIO
JAHHBIX OIMOOK. VccienoBanne OCHOBaHO Ha aHAJIM3€E paHee ONMyOJIMKOBAHHBIX PadoT,
MOCBAMIEHHBIX YIOTPEOIECHNUIO BPEMEHHBIX (DOPM U TpPaMMATHUYECKUM TPYIHOCTSIM B
MPOIIeCCe M3YUYCHUS aHTIMHCKOTO S3bIKa. Pe3ynbTaThl MOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO yYAIIHAECS
UCIIBITHIBAIOT 3HAYUTENIbHBIC TPYTHOCTH MIPU pasrpaHudeHuu QpyHkimit BpeMEH Present
Perfect u Past Simple. HaubGonee pacnpocTpaHEHHBIMU OIIMOKAMU SIBIISIFOTCS
HETPaBUJILHOE MCIOJIb30BAHME BPEMEHHBIX MapKEPOB, HEBEPHBIN BHIOOP TIIArOJbHBIX
dopm u 3amena Present Perfect Bpemenem Past Simple. OcHOBHBIMU TNpUUYWHAMU
MOJOOHBIX OIIMOOK SIBISIOTCS HWHTEP(EPEHIUS POJHOIO S3bIKA, HEAOCTATOYHAS
rpaMMaTHYecKass KOMICTCHIIMS W OTpaHWYCHHAs TPAKTHKAa PealbHOTO OOIICHHS Ha
aHTIIUCKOM si3bike. [lomyueHHBIE pe3ynbTaThl MOMYEPKUBAIOT HEOOXOJIUMOCTh
COBEPIIICHCTBOBAHMS METOJIOB TIPEIIOIaBaHNS aHTJIUHCKON TPaMMAaTHKH.

KiawueBbie ciaoBa: Present Perfect, Past Simple, yuwammecs EFL,
rpaMMaTHYeCKUE OIIMOKH, yHoTpeOsieHre BpeMEH, aHTJIMICKas TrpamMMaTHKa,
uHTEepPEPESHITUSA POTHOTO S3bIKA.

Annotatsiya. Ingliz tili zamonlarini to‘g‘ri qo‘llash ingliz tilini chet tili sifatida
o‘rganayotgan (EFL) talabalar uchun eng murakkab grammatik masalalardan biri
hisoblanadi. Boshlang‘ich bosqichdagi o‘quvchilar ko‘pincha grammatika bilan bog‘liq
qiyinchiliklarga duch keladilar, bu esa ularning yozma va og‘zaki nutqdagi aniqligiga

salbiy ta’sir ko‘rsatadi. Aynigsa, Present Perfect va Past Simple zamonlari o‘quvchilar
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uchun murakkab hisoblanadi, chunki har ikkisi ham o‘tmishdagi voqealarni ifodalasa-
da, vaqt bilan bog‘liq turli ma’nolarni anglatadi. Mazkur tadqiqotning maqgsadi EFL
o‘quvchilarining ushbu zamonlarni qo‘llashda yo‘l qo‘yadigan keng tarqalgan xatolarini
aniglash hamda ushbu xatolarning sabablarini tahlil gilishdan iborat. Tadgigot ingliz
tilida zamon qo‘llanilishi va grammatik xatolar bo‘yicha olib borilgan avvalgi ilmiy
tadqiqotlarni o‘rganish asosida amalga oshirildi. Natijalar shuni ko‘rsatdiki, talabalar
Present Perfect va Past Simple zamonlarining vazifalarini farglashda sezilarli
qiyinchiliklarga duch keladilar. Eng ko‘p uchraydigan xatolar vaqt ko‘rsatkichlarining
noto‘g‘ri ishlatilishi, fe’l shakllarining xato tanlanishi hamda Present Perfect o‘rnida
Past Simple zamonining qo‘llanishi bilan bog‘liqdir. Ushbu muammolar asosan ona
tilining ta’siri, grammatik bilimlarning yetarli emasligi va muloqot amaliyotining
kamligi bilan izohlanadi. Tadqiqot natijalari ingliz tili grammatikasini o‘qitishda
samaraliroq metodlardan foydalanish zarurligini ko‘rsatadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Present Perfect, Past Simple, EFL o‘quvchilari, zamon xatolari,
grammatik kompetensiya, ingliz tili zamonlari, ona tili interferensiyasi.

Introduction. English grammar plays a vital role in the development of learners’
language competence, and one of its key elements is the system of verb tenses, which
enables speakers and writers to indicate time, sequence, and the connection between
events. Among the various tense forms in English, the Present Perfect and Past Simple
tenses are widely used in both oral and written communication. Nevertheless, many
learners of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) encounter considerable difficulties
when attempting to use these tenses accurately. Successful mastery of these forms
requires not only familiarity with grammatical structures but also an understanding of
the contexts in which they are used. As a result, students often find it challenging to
determine which tense should be applied in a particular situation. This difficulty

becomes even greater because the English tense system differs significantly from that

W




“ZAMONAVIY TA'LIM VA TILSHUNODSLIK RIVOJI”
nomli respublika ilmiy-amaliy masofaviy konferensiyasi
VOLUME-1, ISSUE-3, 2026

of many learners’ native languages. In certain languages, there is no direct grammatical
equivalent of the Present Perfect tense. Consequently, learners frequently depend on
literal translation from their first language when constructing English sentences, which
often leads to incorrect tense usage and grammatical inaccuracies. Another important
factor contributing to confusion is that both the Present Perfect and Past Simple tenses
refer to actions connected with the past. The Past Simple is generally used to describe
actions that were completed at a definite point in the past, while the Present Perfect is
employed to express past actions that have relevance to the present and usually occur
without a specific time reference. Because the distinction between these two tenses is
subtle, many students struggle to recognize their different functions. As a consequence,
they often misuse time expressions, auxiliary verbs, or verb forms, which may reduce
the clarity of their communication and create misunderstandings. Due to these ongoing
challenges, it is necessary to investigate the nature of students’ errors in greater detail.
Therefore, the primary aim of this study is to identify and analyze the most common
mistakes made by EFL learners in the use of the Present Perfect and Past Simple tenses.
The research is guided by the following question: What are the most common errors
made by EFL students in the use of the Present Perfect and Past Simple tenses?
Literature Review. The literature selected for this review primarily examines
grammatical errors made by EFL learners in different educational environments,
including secondary schools and higher education institutions. These studies provide a
comprehensive perspective on the challenges students face when learning English
grammar, particularly verb tenses. Most of the researchers employed methods such as
error analysis and classroom observation to identify learners’ difficulties in using
English tense forms. The findings of these studies consistently indicate that tense usage
remains one of the most problematic aspects of English grammar for foreign language

learners. For instance, Ma’mirova (2026) investigated the challenges students encounter
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while learning English tense forms and reported that many learners experience difficulty
distinguishing between the Present Perfect and Past Simple tenses. According to the
study, this confusion is mainly caused by structural differences between the Uzbek and
English languages in expressing completed actions and references to time. As a result,
students frequently rely on direct translation from Uzbek when producing English
sentences, which often leads to incorrect tense selection. Furthermore, the researcher
emphasizes that learners require more opportunities to practice English in meaningful
communicative situations in order to overcome these difficulties and develop greater
grammatical accuracy. Similarly, Handayani (2020) explored common tense-related
errors in students’ writing at Putera Batam University. The findings revealed that many
learners struggle to choose the appropriate tense when describing events that occurred
in the past. In particular, students often confuse the Present Perfect and Past Simple
tenses because both are associated with past actions. Consequently, learners may use the
Past Simple in contexts where the Present Perfect is required. For example, some
students produce sentences such as “I finished my homework already” instead of the
grammatically correct form “I have finished my homework.” The study also identified
frequent errors involving auxiliary verbs, especially the misuse of “have” and “has,”
which results in incorrect sentence construction and reduced grammatical accuracy.
Likewise, Listia and Febriyanti (2019) examined difficulties in learning English
grammar and concluded that tense usage presents considerable challenges due to the
large number of rules and exceptions that students must learn. Their research highlights
learners’ confusion between tense forms that have similar meanings and functions. In

addition, students frequently misuse important time expressions such as “already,”
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yet,” “since,” “yesterday,” and “last year.” Since these expressions play a significant
role in determining the appropriate tense, misunderstanding their function often results

In incorrect tense choice. Moreover, the researchers argue that limited exposure to
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English and insufficient opportunities for real-life communication contribute
significantly to the persistence of these grammatical difficulties.

Discussion. The analysis of the reviewed literature demonstrates that errors related
to English tense usage can be classified into several categories. These errors generally
occur because students do not fully understand the grammatical structures of English
tenses, particularly the formation and use of the Present Perfect and Past Simple. Based
on the findings of previous studies, six major categories of errors can be identified. The
first category is subject—auxiliary agreement errors. In this type of mistake, learners use
the correct tense but fail to ensure agreement between the subject and the auxiliary verb.
For example, students may write “She have finished her homework” instead of “She has
finished her homework.” Such errors indicate that learners have not yet fully mastered
the rules governing subject—verb agreement in English. The second category involves
mistakes related to pronouns or subject selection. In these cases, students may use the
correct auxiliary and verb form but choose an inappropriate subject pronoun. An
example of this error is the sentence “Her have finished the task™ instead of “She has
finished the task.” This type of mistake suggests confusion regarding the correct use of
subject pronouns in English sentence structure.

The third category consists of errors in which the auxiliary verb is used correctly,
but the main verb contains an unnecessary ending. For instance, learners may write “She
has goes to school” instead of “She has gone to school.” Such errors demonstrate that
students sometimes combine Present Simple verb forms with Present Perfect sentence
patterns, resulting in grammatically incorrect constructions. Another common category
Is the incorrect use of auxiliary verbs. In this case, students select an inappropriate
auxiliary for the tense they intend to use. For example, a learner may write “I am finished
my homework” instead of “I have finished my homework.” This type of error reflects

difficulties in distinguishing between different auxiliary verbs and understanding their

W




“ZAMONAVIY TA'LIM VA TILSHUNODSLIK RIVOJI”
nomli respublika ilmiy-amaliy masofaviy konferensiyasi
VOLUME-1, ISSUE-3, 2026

grammatical functions within various tense structures. The fifth category includes
double-subject errors, where students unnecessarily repeat the subject within the same
sentence. An example is “My friend she finished the work yesterday.” Such mistakes
may be influenced by patterns found in the learners’ native language and indicate
uncertainty regarding English sentence structure.

The final category involves incomplete sentence constructions. These errors occur
when a sentence lacks either a subject or a verb, resulting in an incomplete grammatical
structure. For example, the sentence “Finished my homework yesterday” is missing the
subject “I,” making it incomplete. Errors of this kind demonstrate that some learners
have not yet fully acquired the basic requirements of English sentence formation.
Overall, the findings suggest that many students’ mistakes are caused by an incomplete
understanding of tense structures, confusion between the Present Perfect and Past
Simple tenses, and insufficient knowledge of auxiliary verbs and sentence patterns.
These difficulties are further reinforced by interference from the learners’ first language
and limited opportunities to practice English in authentic contexts. Therefore, teachers
should provide more explicit explanations of tense usage, focus on the differences
between similar tense forms, and create meaningful communicative activities that
encourage students to apply grammatical structures in real-life situations.

In summary, the distinction between the Present Perfect and Past Simple remains a
significant challenge for many EFL learners. Although these tenses are essential for
effective communication, students often struggle to understand their specific meanings
and functions. As a result, they produce various grammatical errors, including incorrect
agreement, pronoun misuse, inappropriate auxiliary selection, unnecessary verb
endings, double subjects, and incomplete sentence structures. These problems highlight
the need for systematic instruction and increased practice opportunities in order to

improve learners’ grammatical competence.
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Conclusion

To conclude, distinguishing between the Present Perfect and Past Simple tenses
continues to be a major difficulty for many learners of English as a Foreign Language.
Although these tenses are fundamental components of everyday English
communication, students frequently have trouble understanding their distinct meanings
and grammatical functions, which often leads to a variety of errors. The analysis
conducted in this study revealed several common mistakes, including problems with
subject—auxiliary agreement, incorrect pronoun usage, misuse of auxiliary verbs,
unnecessary verb endings, double-subject constructions, and incomplete sentence
patterns. These errors are largely the result of limited understanding of English tense
rules and the influence of learners’ native language structures. The findings of this study
have important implications for English language teaching and learning. In particular,
teachers should provide clear and systematic instruction on tense usage, emphasize the
relationship between grammatical forms and time expressions, and encourage students
to practice these structures through communicative activities that reflect real-life
language use. Furthermore, learners should be given regular opportunities to compare
similar tense forms and receive constructive feedback on their errors. Such approaches
can help students develop a deeper understanding of English grammar and improve their
ability to use tenses accurately. Ultimately, with sufficient guidance, consistent practice,
and strong motivation, EFL learners can overcome difficulties associated with the
Present Perfect and Past Simple tenses, thereby enhancing both their grammatical
accuracy and overall communicative competence.
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